EXHIBIT A 

Claims Pending In Application Serial No. 09/723,003 
Upon Entry Of This Request 


51. (Pending) Apparatus for filtering emboli from blood flowing through a 
vessel, the apparatus comprising: 

a guide wire having a distal region and a stop on the distal region; 

a capture ring disposed for translation on the guide wire, the stop limiting translation 

of the capture ring in a distal direction; and 
a filter sac connected to the capture ring. 

52. (Pending) The apparatus of claim 51 wherein, when the filter sac is deployed 
in the vessel, rotation or distal translation of the guide wire relative to the capture ring does not 
displace the filter sac, but retraction of the guide wire in a proximal direction causes the stop to 
abut against the capture ring. 

53. (Pending) Apparatus for filtering emboli from blood flowing through a 
vessel, the apparatus comprising: 

a guide wire having a first portion having a first diameter and a distal region having 

a second diameter greater than the first diameter; and 
a filter element having a capture ring disposed for translation on the first portion, the 
^ capture ring having an aperture greater than the first diameter but smaller than the 

second diameter, 

wherein rotation or distal translation of the guide wire relative to the capture ring 
does not displace the filter element. 

54. (Pending) The apparatus of claim 53 wherein the filter element comprises an 
expandable sac. 

55. (Pending) The apparatus of claim 53 wherein the guide wire fiirther 
comprises a flange disposed on the distal region having a diameter larger than the diameter of 
the aperture in the capture ring. 

56. (Pending) A method of filtering emboli from blood flowing through a vessel, 
the method comprising: 

providing a guide wire having a distal region including a stop, and a filter element 

having a capture ring disposed for translation on the guide wire proximal of the 
stop; 
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transluminally inserting the guide wire and filter element into a vessel; 

deploying the filter element to engage a wall of the vessel, the filter element filtering 

emboli out of blood flowing through the vessel; 
advancing a treatment device along the guide wire to treat a portion of the vessel 

proximal to the location of the filter element, rotation or distal translation of the 

guide wire relative to the filter element imparted by the treatment device not 

displacing the filter element. 

57. (Pending) The method of claim 56 fixrther comprising: 

providing a delivery sheath; and compressing the filter element to a contracted state 
to insert the filter element within the delivery sheath. 

58. (Pending) The method of claim 57 wherein the filter element comprises an 
expandable sac, and deploying the filter element comprises expanding the expandable sac so that 
a perimeter of the expandable sac contacts the wall of the vessel. 

59. (New) Apparatus for filtering emboli fi*om blood flowing through a vessel, 
the apparatus comprising: 

a guide wire having a distal region; 

a filter element disposed for rotation on the distal region of the guide wire, the filter 
element comprising a self-expanding strut and a filter sac connected to the 
self-expanding strut; and 

a distal stop disposed on the distal region distal to the filter element, the distal stop 
limiting distal translation of the filter element on the guide wire. 

60. (New) The apparatus of claim 59 wherein, when the filter sac is deployed in 
the vessel, rotation of the guide wire does not displace the filter element. 

61 . (New) A method of filtering emboli firom blood flowing through a vessel, 
the method comprising: 

providing a guide wire having a distal region including a distal stop, and a filter 

element disposed for translation on the guide wire proximal to the distal stop, the 
filter element comprising a plurality of self-expanding struts having a filter sac 
affixed thereto; 

transluminally inserting the guide wire and filter element into a vessel; 

deploying the filter element so that the struts and filter sac expand to engage a wall 

of the vessel, the filter sac filtering emboli out of blood flowing through the 

vessel; and 
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advancing a treatment device along the guide wire to treat a portion of the vessel 

proximal to the location of the filter element, rotation or distal translation of the 
guide wire relative to the filter element imparted by the treatment device not 
displacing the filter element. 

62. (New) The method of claim 61 fiirther comprising retracting the guide wire 
in a proximal direction to cause the distal stop to abut against the filter element. 

63. (New) The method of claim 61 fiirther comprising: 
providing a retrieval catheter having a recovery sock; 

advancing the retrieval catheter oyer the guide wire until the recovery sock covers a 

mouth of the filter element; and 
urging the retrieval catheter against the self-expanding struts of the filter element to 

cause the filter element to collapse. 
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